  Report for Bawdsey Parish 2022
After two years of Covid 19, most people were hoping that 2022 would see the gradual diminution of the pandemic and that life would return to normal. Whilst this was more or less the case, numbers remained quite high with 1 in 15 people in England having Covid at the beginning of the year. However, the milder Omicron variant and relatively high vaccination rates meant that there were far fewer fatalities with 1,800 deaths over the first seven days of January. This compares with 33,283 deaths in January 2021 as a whole. 
2022 was also the year of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee which was celebrated on June 3rd. Sadly, three months later, on September 8th the queen died at Balmoral at the age of 96, after 70 years on the throne, marking the end of the second Elizabethan era.

January-February
The new year began traditionally with the New Year Day’s Swim at Bawdsey Quay. The weather was bright and mild, and the usual modest number of swimmers was boosted by the arrival of the wild swimming group, the Shingle Street Blue Tits so that some 40 participants braved the water.  

The ferry was running for the whole day taking visitors across the mouth of the estuary to Felixstowe Ferry and there was plenty of action on the water with a group of laser dinghies and a catamaran enjoying the mild weather. The Boathouse café was open as usual serving lunch and refreshments throughout the day. As has become the norm, 6-8 camper vans were parked along the river side and a new shrine to a camper van owner who had died of a heart attack at Bawdsey before Christmas appeared. 
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New Year’s Swim at Bawdsey Quay 2022
Death of Sheila Graham: Long-standing resident, Sheila Graham nee Shelcott, died aged 76. Sheila had lived in Bawdsey all her life in Manor Cottage, the oldest house in the village and was a huge supporter of the community. Her funeral was held in St Mary’s Church to a full congregation on 8th March with her wake in the village hall.

Covid regulations were reduced in January. Cases remained high although numbers were falling with just 300 daily deaths. The legal requirement to self-isolate if you tested positive for Covid was removed but adults and children were advised to stay home and avoid contact with others for 5 days; mask wearing was no longer mandatory, and workers were encouraged to return to the office.

Winter Watch: Bawdsey Hall featured on BBC TV programme Winter Watch on 20th January with Michaela Strachan and the Winter Watch Team. This historic Bed and Breakfast attracts wild-life photographers with its photography hides set within the grounds from where badgers, polecats, foxes alongside many bird species can be viewed and filmed.
Coastguard Celebration: The 200th anniversary of the Coastguard Service was celebrated on 15th January. To mark the occasion coastguards around the UK cast a throwline into the sea as a symbol of the dedication of HM Coastguards Past and Present. Shingle Street coastguard, Scott Mitchell, cast a throwline at the mouth of the Deben. He is one of 3,500 volunteers nationwide. (See also June event)
Parish Council News: 
· East Suffolk Council gave every parish council an oak tree to plant to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee under the Treebilee initiative. A new bench for the Green at East Fields will be ordered with a plaque to mark the occasion. 
· ECS is championing the rewilding of graveyards to increase biodiversity which St Mary’s, Bawdsey is enacting. The Parish Council has redrawn the plan showing the position of lay-bys, benches and planters at Bawdsey Quay for which a street furniture licence is required.

· East Lane: An initiative was proposed by concerned residents to curtail the speed limit on the first stretch of East Lane leading to Bawdsey Primary School from 30mph to 20mph. A speed survey will take place to gauge the speed along this stretch.

Cranes Garage: Planning permission has been given for two semi-detached houses to be built on the site of the old car showroom.

February:
Citizen Science: Bawdsey is at the forefront of citizen science initiatives with the setting up of the Deben Marine Centre at Bawdsey Quay last year and the photo post scheme which monitors ongoing coastal erosion. Cll Richard Tricker appeared on BBC Look East to talk about these initiatives.

Coastal erosion is continuing at an alarming rate. PGL has put in a planning application to construct stone groynes to shore up the coastline below Bawdsey Manor. Chairman Andrew Block was interviewed on this topic in the EADT.
Storms Eunice and Franklin: A yellow weather warning was issued on 18th February in anticipation of high winds due to two storms which occurred in quick succession. The cupola on Bawdsey Primary School was taken down as a precaution.  A Spring Tide occurred on the Quay leaving debris on the slipway in its wake.
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Bawdsey School News: The school has created a new purpose-built children’s kitchen which will offer its pupils the opportunity to find out about healthy eating while learning to cook a variety of meals. Every child will now leave school with cooking skills to set them up for life.
Eco School: Bawdsey School is working to become an Eco school, gaining a Green Flag Award. This includes collecting rainwater for the school vegetable and flower gardens; recycling material with the aim of building a greenhouse using two litre plastic bottles; saving power by turning off lights and computers when not in use among other ideas.

The school has also received the Sandwell Mental Health Charter Mark which recognises the work done to help children, families and staff with their mental health needs particularly through lockdowns and Covid.

[image: image5.jpg]


 [image: image6.jpg]



March
Covid cases increased this month in all age groups with the R number at 1. Hospitalisations were fewer than last year because of the vaccination programme but there were still between 600+-900 weekly deaths in England in March. Free testing ended this month and the government advisory committee, SAGE, was stood down. From March 21st, everyone aged 75 and above plus any immunosuppressed individuals over 12 could go to a walk-in clinic for their 2nd Covid booster dose. 
Support for Ukraine: Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February, local initiatives were set up to receive donations and winter clothing with Alderton shop the hub for Bawdsey donors.
Bawdsey Radar: A thank you tea took place at Bawdsey Manor for volunteers at the radar museum before it reopens at Easter. Chairman, Graham Randall, gave a talk at the Suffolk Local History Society entitled From Radar to Robots. A new display for the coming season is being curated entitled “Women on the Frontline” sharing the stories of women who worked in radar at Bawdsey.
Village Hall News: The annual jumble sale took place on 12th March but was not well supported, raising only £130 to be shared between the church and the VH.
 Bawdsey Haven Yacht Club put on an illustrated talk on 5th March entitled Voyage of the Bumble Chugger-Trail and Sail around Western Europe by Robin Whittle. 
Burglary at Cranes Garage: The bungalow on the Cranes Garage site was ransacked over the weekend of 17/18 March and the oil tanks siphoned off in an apparently targeted attack.
Parish Council News: 
· The council approved PGL’s coastal defence plans but also raised a number of concerns they wish East Suffolk Council to address.
·  A new information panel is to be erected in the car park at Bawdsey Quay giving facts about Bawdsey Manor and the wildlife to be found on the Deben estuary.
·  A new parish clerk, Tina Hughes has been appointed to replace interim clerk, Jenny Webb. 
· New Quiet Lane signs will soon be erected along Red House Lane, School Lane and East Lane. 
New Housing: Two new housing developments have begun: three detached houses in a group to the north of Manor Gardens and Forester’s Glade situated behind Bawdsey Primary School with 13 mixed housing units built by Crocus Homes.
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Avocet House, The Street                                                     Forester’s Glade
After the mildest March for many years, it snowed on March 31st.
April
Covid cases have stayed high with the R number being 1.1. One in 13 people have Covid in England.

Pop up Pub: A well-attended pop-up pub took place in the VH on 1st April enlivened by a group of young staff from PGL.
Bawdsey Haven Yacht Club Talk: Local historian Peter Wain gave a talk on the medieval port of Gosford which appeared to centre on Alderton since there was a navigable channel from the Deben which led up to that village. Furthermore, many more coins of this era (1217-1307 during the reigns of Henty 11 and Edward 1) have been found in Alderton than other villages. The village was wealthy enough to provide ships for Edward 111’s navy.
Bawdsey Radar:  The museum opened on the 7thApril for the 2022 season and on 10th a rally of old WW2 vehicles visited the museum. 
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Easter celebrations: An Easter Egg Hunt took place on Good Friday on the Recreation Ground after which tea and hot cross buns were served at the village hall with a raffle. The sum of £200 was raised for the Ukrainian Relief Fund. The following day, Easter Saturday, there was a free Easter Extravaganza with activities including painting eggs and making Easter decorations for the church and home. 

Dead Whale: A young fin whale 12 metre long was washed up dead along the sea wall at East Lane below the rock armour on Easter Monday. Experts thought the injuries sustained were consistent with having been struck by the front of a ship and dragged for miles before being carried closer to the shore. Three or four fin whales are found stranded each year and it is the fourth found stranded in Suffolk since 1990.
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Liz Mark’s 80th birthday celebrations: A former long-standing councillor and pillar of the community, Mrs Mark celebrated her 80th birthday at an “At Home” party at the Village Hall on Sunday 24th April with family and friends. Over sixty friends and neighbours dropped into the hall to offer their good wishes and partake of refreshments on a beautiful warm and sunny afternoon.
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May

With the warmer weather Covid cases fell, symptoms were milder and there were fewer hospitalisations. The R rate was 0.9 with over 90% of cases of the Omicron BA2 strain.
Discovery on Bawdsey Beach:  A six-year-old boy, Sammy Shelton, found a giant megalodon shark’s tooth on Bawdsey Beach that could well be up to 20 million years old. The 10cm tooth was from the largest shark that ever existed according to expert Prof Ben Garrod from UEA. The extinct shark would have been about 67 foot long. It was just lying there on the sand and pebbles said Sammy. The cliffs at Bawdsey are very popular with fossil hunters but with growing erosion, it is quite dangerous to dig under the cliffs after significant cliff falls over the past year.
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Coffee and Chat: This monthly meet-up occurs on the first Thursday of the month and has been running for over 30 years. It originally took place in the village hall but in the cold winter months a regular member has hosted it at her house in the village. With the arrival of Spring, members voted to go out to different cafes in the area to ring the changes. This month they went to the Blueberry café at Swans Nursery, Bromeswell.
Bawdsey Quay: The new interpretative board in the car park area at the Quay has been unveiled. It contains an entertaining guide to the area’s fascinating history and environmental importance. The free-standing board explains how Bawdsey fits into the wider sense of place in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: Plans to celebrate the Queen’s 70th year on the throne continued apace. The Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk organised a Suffolk-wide beacon tour ending in Ipswich at the Suffolk Show. Bearers of the beacon or torch travelled on an electric rickshaw pedalled by volunteers from village to village. Jenny Webb picked up the torch (which had lost its power) on May 31st from the border between Alderton and Bawdsey and carried it down to the Quay, stopping for a photo opportunity at the village hall. Her Majesty was represented in the form of a larger-than-life cardboard cut-out! The rickshaw was taken across the Deben and completed its journey from Felixstowe to the Suffolk Show the following day.
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Bawdsey School News: The pupils from the school gardening club presented a garden at the Suffolk Show and won “Large Gold.” The garden was designed to represent the four seasons for bees, highlighting the role bees play in pollinating plants and crops.
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Bawdsey Sea Defences: The Environment Agency temporarily closed 600 metres of the coastal path from East Lane in order to shore up the sea defences. It will take 3 weeks to complete the works. The EA forecasts the loss of thousands of homes to the sea by the end of the century.

June
This was the busiest month of the year in terms of community events, bookended by Bawdsey Fete and Jubilee events from 3-5th June and the Flower Festival at St Mary’s on 25/26 June. After fierce winds at the beginning of the month, a hot spell began mid-June with temperatures rising to 24 degrees centigrade. Covid cases soared by 138% from the beginning of June to 25th with over 200,000 cases a day. 
The annual village fete was held on the bank holiday afternoon of Friday 3rd June and raised a record £5,600. Jubilee celebrations kicked off at 7pm with the 1980s band entertaining punters as they bought drinks at the pop-up pub and enjoyed food from the van.
Shingle Street had its own celebratory luncheon on the afternoon of 4th June in the beautiful Secret Garden with friends and neighbours, old and new. 
The weather was fine on the Friday, but strong winds got up on the Saturday and by Sunday it was overcast and showery. Mary Wain and local author planted an oak tree at Bawdsey Radar museum to commemorate the Jubilee on Sunday 5th.
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Deben Marine Centre: A handsome new sign was put up at the Deben Marine Centre at Bawdsey Quay which reopened at Easter to coincide with the opening of the Radar Museum.  The DMC which opened last year highlights coastal erosion along our coast and the effects of climate change. This year it has added a couple of new films to their comprehensive exhibition. One exposes the pollution of the Deben and the other has drone footage of the mouth of the Estuary. 
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 Shingle Street Rescue: The Aldeburgh lifeboat crew and helicopter were called out on June 16th after two swimmers got into trouble at Shingle Street when a strong tide swept them out to sea. The men were finally rescued after an hour in the water with one showing signs of hypothermia. They were brought back to the beach where they were assessed by an ambulance crew. With temperatures soaring, this incident highlights the danger of swimming when the tide is going out.
A few days later, a yacht ran aground on the sand bank at the mouth of the Deben estuary, a common enough occurrence. 
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Flower Festival at St Mary’s: This very happy event took place over a fine sunny weekend. The church was full of scents and colours with imaginative interpretations of this year’s theme of “70 years of fashion”. There was also an invitation to decorate a hat “Fit for a Queen.” The Old Rectory and Manor Cottage were open by kind invitation and teas were served throughout the weekend along with a treasure hunt for children. On Sunday a festival service entitled “Pimms and Hymns” took place. A record £1,337 was raised.
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Bawdsey School News: Pupils from Bawdsey CEVP went on a whole school visit to Orford Castle where they dressed up as royalty or in red, white or blue and wore hand-crafted crowns to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. A picnic was held with their partner school in Orford after which games from the era of the Queen’s Coronation were played including skipping games, hopscotch, quoits and bowls.
During half-term the 122-year-old wooden cupola on the school which had rotted was rebuilt and replaced. It weighed 380 kilo and is the same as the one on the village hall roof also endowed by Sir Cuthbert Quilter. Pupils have put a time capsule inside the cupola which included their individual autobiographies. The school council also chose some school newsletters, local news pieces about Bawdsey and a whole school photo to include. A plaque will be erected to tell people about the time capsule.
Shingle Street Coastguards: The coastguards at Shingle Street gathered at Elmhurst Park in Woodbridge on 12 June for the unveiling of a plaque to commemorate 200 years of HM Coastguards. A cherry tree was planted and a plaque unveiled by Mr Richard Parsey MBE, former station officer. 

​
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July
July saw an unprecedented heatwave throughout the country with temperatures rocketing to 30 degrees C and even higher in some places making it dangerous to stay in the sun for long.  
Covid cases were also soaring in July particularly in the school age group 5–17-year-olds, making schools the key transmitter with some people getting reinfected, thus refuting the concept of lasting immunity. The R number was 1.1 with 1 in 10 young people infected at its peak in mid-July and with 350,000 new cases a day.

PGL Lake begun: After three years since planning permission was granted, excavations to create a recreation lake on Bawdsey marshes was begun. Spoil was taken from the site across the approach road to the museum to a field next to the radar block. The lake which will be used for boating activities should be ready for their 2023 season. 

Near Drowning: Because of the high temperatures, many more people came to the coast to cool off and to swim. There was a near miss at Shingle Street when a father and son were caught in a rip tide. Thankfully they were saved by other swimmers. Warning signs are installed at Shingle Street highlighting the strong currents.
Parish Council News: The final proposed design from the Highways department for the parking scheme along the river front is expected soon and six new benches have been approved. A new bench to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee has been ordered with Bawdsey’s name carved on it for positioning near the V shaped Holm Oak on the Green.  A request has been submitted to the highways department for a 20mph speed limit along East Lane.

Signs for the Quiet Lanes scheme were erected along Red House Lane, East Lane and School Lane indicating to motorists that they can expect to find pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders along these quiet stretches of road. 
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Quiet Lane signs at the beginning and end of East Lane
Garage Sale: The annual Garage Sale took place on 17th July and made £273.

Bawdsey Radar: A new activity has been added to the list of things to do at the radar museum. Visitors can put on a headset and climb the original 350-foot radar tower virtually.
The project went live at the Suffolk Show earlier this year and there were constant queues of people of all ages from 4 upwards wanting to use the headset and appreciate the unique experience. Since the launch, the number of people using the headset on the days that it was available at the museum has been significant. There is no doubt that the publicity surrounding the VR experience has encouraged visitors to come to the museum. 
Later in the year, the Radar Museum won an award for its Virtual Reality initiative at The Hold and was named Suffolk small Museum of the Year.
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Adam Morsman from BT and Graham Randall Chair of BRT cut the ribbon at the launch of the VR Radar Tower.
Trio of Houses below Manor Farm Estate: Two of the three houses on this small development are almost finished. They are called Avocet House and Shearwater House. The third plot has just been sold and work on the house will commence shortly.
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Shearwater House
August
Weather problems: Temperatures continued to soar in August, rising to 30 degrees C. This, combined with a lack of rain caused problems to farmers who had to make slits in the stubble to allow any rain that did fall to penetrate the hard earth. An official drought for East Anglia was declared. Wheat and potato harvests were completed, and a new crop of lettuces has been sown. 
School Lane Development: This development has made steady progress and the houses were advertised in the local press by Fenn Wright Estate Agents with prices ranging from £650,000 to £450,000 with four affordable units available for rent. School Lane was closed for a period of six weeks during the school holidays to install the main services to the site and to allow the Highways improvements to be made. These include widening the road and adding a new footpath to link with the primary school. Eight new parking spaces for the school will also be provided.
New Photo Post A new photo post has been added at Bawdsey Quay focussing on the river view.  
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Photo Post at Bawdsey Quay                                                    Scarlet Mark and the Jubilee Oak Tree
Pop up Pub with Planting of new Oak Tree: The VH committee held a Pop-Up pub on a beautiful evening on 27th August when the Jubilee oak tree was formally planted behind the village hall. Everyone present was invited to add a spadeful of soil to the hole. A new picnic table and a new bench had been added to the grassy area making it a more inviting spot for summer events. A record £900 was made on the evening.
Exercise classes in Bawdsey: Bawdsey has a Yoga class and a chair-based exercise class which take place every week in the village hall. In September a new form of exercise became available. Qi-Gong is a flowing form of Chinese health exercise which regulates breathing and coordinates balance, posture and body strength. A free taster session was offered in August.

Fish Survey on the Deben: Volunteers from the River Deben Association together with an expert from the Institute of Fisheries Management and a representative from the Eastern Inshore Fisheries Conservation Authority (EIFCA) took part in a survey to monitor the fish life at Bawdsey Quay. Over three trawls at Low, Mid and High tide, the group caught 15 Sea Bass, over 40 Sand Smelt, 130 Goby and 9 Estuarine prawns grey mullet and a few sand eels were also caught. The Deben offers such varied habitats as gravel/sand beaches, mudflats, salt marshes and sea grass. The full story can be read on Issue 65 of The Deben magazine.
September
The death of Queen Elizabeth II at Balmoral was announced on Thursday 8th September after which a period of mourning took place with the state funeral on Monday 19th September. A letter of condolence was sent to Charles III by the Parish Council expressing their sadness at the passing of the Queen and condoling with his loss.
The hot weather continued with drought conditions and with reservoirs low. Covid figures remained the same with the R number at 1-1. 
Shingle Street News: Some people may not be aware that Shingle Street is part of Bawdsey Parish despite its relative proximity to Hollesley. Shingle Street has a very particular vegetated shingle with rare flora and is an SSSI (site of special scientific interest).  Covid saw an unprecedented number of visitors to the area which presented a number of challenges included inconsiderate parking, littering and damage to plant life. In its wake, a Conservation Working Group has been set up to protect, conserve and enhance the fragile environment of Shingle Street. Bike racks have been installed at the North and South ends of the beach. The litter bins have been removed from the southern end to encourage people to take their litter home with them. A new Community and Conservation website has been set up which includes a visitor’s page with information about the environment and plans for conserving it. Visit www.shinglestreet.org 
Bawdsey School News: The school celebrated the Queen’s life by making a commemorative book which was displayed in St Mary’s Church. September saw the beginning of the outdoor learning rota and the starting up of the eco-council. The school hosted a MacMillan’s Coffee morning at the end of the month as part of their Open Afternoon for potential new parents.
New Vicar: Bawdsey and the Wilford benefice have a new vicar, the Rev Captain Simon Cake who is leaving Galashiels in Scotland for Suffolk. He has had a varied career to date and has been a hospital chaplain with the British forces in Germany and in the UK. He is also a member of the Church Army, dedicated to working with people in the community, not just in the church. The licencing of Rev Cake will take place in October. 
Suffolk Historic Churches Ride: This annual event took place on September 10th and £200 was raised by one rider to be divided between the church and the Historic Churches Trust.

MacMillan Coffee Morning: This event in the village hall raised a magnificent £560.36.
Theft at Cranes Garage: A number of vintage motorcycles were stolen from lock up garages on the former Cranes Garage site.
Farming: The Street was very busy this month with tractors transporting the harvested maize to Bentwaters Industrial Estate to be used for biofuels. More and more crops are being grown for energy purposes in the last few years.
Condition of the River Deben: The Deben Marine Centre has highlighted concerns relating to the condition of the river with a film made by local activists who have been measuring the quality of the water at different points. High levels of e-coli have been found from treated sewage discharges at the Martlesham works which are above the legal levels for bathing. The footfall in the DMC over the summer months has been impressive so the centre will continue to open in October if enough volunteers can be found to man it.
Steam Ship, The Waverley: The last sea-going paddle ship passed by Bawdsey at the end of September. Built in 1945 in Scotland for routes from Craigendora and Arrochar in West Scotland up through the lochs of Loch Goil and Loch Long, she now visits several areas of the UK in the summer months offering regular trips.
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October-November
Covid cases in the UK doubled in a month to 200,000 cases a day probably due to the return of schools. The R number was 1.1

St Mary’s Church news: Twenty-six villagers attended the Harvest Supper at the Village Hall on 8th October run by the PCC. A box in the church receives food donations which are taken regularly to the Salvation Army food bank in Woodbridge. The new vicar, Rev Simon Case was installed as vicar for the Bawdsey and Hollesley Cluster on 5th October.  The annual Gift Day appeal raised £1,640 (£2,000 with Gift Aid). Covid has meant many disruptions to services and fund-raising events and the church has had to pay for expensive tree surgery in the churchyard this year plus other repairs. An act of Remembrance took place at the War memorial on Sunday 13th November with soldiers from Rock Barracks in attendance. The Poppy appeal raised a magnificent £432.85.
Bawdsey Haven Yacht Club outing: A coachful of members enjoyed a day out on 2nd October to the Royal Gunpowder Mills at Waltham Abbey, an important heritage site in Essex. There followed a cruise on the River Lee with a hot pie supper.

Bawdsey Radar: The museum was opened for the last time this year during half-term when Nigel Amies, a re-enactor, took on the role of a RAF warrant officer, showcasing for young people what life was like in Bawdsey during WW2. Visitors were also able to don the Virtual Reality headset and have a virtual climb up a 360-foot-high transmitter tower.
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Nigel Amies at Bawdsey Radar          The village hall decorated for Pop-Up Halloween party
Halloween Pop Up Party: The Pop-up Pubs have been a regular feature of the village given the fact that Bawdsey does not have its own pub. This event included a disco with Two Dogs Rob and there were prizes for the best Halloween outfit for adults and for children.
Completion of School Meadow Site: Although this development is called Forester’s Glade, the thirteen houses are numbered 1-13 Martello View. A “Topping Out” ceremony took place to mark the completion of the development with a bottle of local ale poured over the roof of one of the houses. The ceremony was performed by Catherine Edwards, one of the husband-and-wife team who own and run the Old Felixstowe Brewing Company. Included among the VIPs were members of the local Community Land Trust and Chairman of Bawdsey Parish Council, Andrew Block. 
Nine of the houses are for sale on the open market and comprise 2, 3 and 4 bed properties. Four are affordable houses for rent and have either one or two bedrooms. 
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Cranes Lodge: The large 5-bed bungalow on the former Cranes Garage site has now been sold and it has been heartening to see the new owners renovating it, including replacing the old roof. 
November was a very wet month with constant rain over two weeks. The usual bonfire celebrations were cancelled this year as the price of fireworks had risen four-fold. 
Harvesting of lettuces by Ukrainians: Local photographer Clynt Garnham noticed a group harvesting lettuces in the field and discovered they were Ukrainians living in the UK. As a mark of solidarity, he fetched a Ukrainian flag and took this photo. Some farmers have had difficulty hiring enough seasonal workers post-Brexit, so this is a success story.
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Lettuce harvesting by Clynt Garnham
Parish Council News: At the last meeting of 2022 the following decisions were made and ESC shared news relating to Bawdsey.
· A speed survey along East Lane by SCC will take place in January 2023
· An increase in the parish precept will be just under 4%
·  The weather station monitoring our coastline is to be housed on PGL land along with the new connectivity mast which will be fenced in for reasons of security.
· ESC is planning to resurface part of the amenity car park to increase capacity.
Craft Fair in Village Hall: Bawdsey craft group meets fortnightly and has gone from strength to strength under the leadership of Mrs Sue Taylor. It held a craft fair in the village hall entitled Something Seasonal on 12th November and displayed its wares in all their variety. 
Dismantling of cricket score hut: The hut has sat on the recreation ground for nearly 75 years after it was donated to the village by Col. Penn of Bawdsey Hall who had played county cricket for Kent. Fears of asbestos meant that it had to be dismantled, marking the end of an era. Bawdsey Cricket Club itself ceased to exist around 2010.
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Craft Fair in the village hall
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Dismantling the cricket scoring hut                   The interior of the cricket hut with pegs and score cards
Local artist: Bawdsey artist, Caroline Poole, has a painting called “Fallen Pines” which is about coastal erosion. It is on display at Christchurch Mansion in Ipswich as part of an exhibition called “Landscape Rebels” and will then become part of their permanent collection. It clearly shows the coastal erosion of Bawdsey cliffs.
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Fallen Pines by Caroline Poole
DECEMBER
The first two weeks of December saw a cold snap with temperatures of sub-zero. Fortunately, a thaw took place from 17th and all village Christmas events went ahead as normal for the first time in three years.  

Christmas Events: The Craft Group held a Christmas coffee morning on Saturday 3rd December followed on 10th December by Bawdsey’s Christmas Market, both of which were well attended. 
The Christmas Pop-Up Pub and Quiz on the evening of 10th began with the turning on of the Christmas lights together with carol singing. This was to replace the usual carol singing around the village. The evening happened to coincide with the quarter final of the World Cup in which England were playing France. To enable football fans to view the match as well as enjoying a drink with friends, the match was shown on a big screen in the hall while the quizzers answered questions which were printed out on paper. Sadly, England lost 2-1. 

Village Christmas Lunch: This convivial event took place on Thursday 15th December where villagers brought a plate of food to share and a gift for the Secret Santa raffle.
Carols at the Quay: Diane Clouting at the Boathouse café invited punters to join in with carol singing in the warm led by Rev Simon Cake. 
St Mary’s Church:  Another chance to sing carols was on the afternoon of 18th December at the Carol Service at St Mary’s. The East Window of the church was decorated by pupils from Bawdsey Primary School in the manner of a stained-glass window. To enhance Christmas cheer, villagers were encouraged to spot advent numbers in windows along The Street, Red House Lane, Red House Lane and Ferry Road.
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Radar Stand at Bawdsey Market                                            Painted stones 
House Prices in Bawdsey 2022

House prices in Bawdsey in 2022 have risen by over 50% over the past ten years. The overall average price was £407,500 over the past year. The majority of sales in Bawdsey were semi-detached properties, selling for an average price of £416,250. Terraced properties sold for an average of £390,000. Overall, sold prices were 8% down on the previous year and 4% down on the 2015 peak of £422,500.
21 East Lane, semi-detached, 3 beds £355,000 March 2022

Wheat Barn, Manor House Estate, semi-detached, 3 beds £362,500 May 2022
Cranes Lodge, The Street, 5 beds, marketed at £425,000.
Sea Wisteria Cottage, The Street, Terrace, 3 beds £390,000 November 2022

15 The Street, Semi-detached, 2 beds £470,000 November 2022
6 Fern Terrace, Terrace, 3 beds £307,000 November 2022
Avocet House: yet to be published
Shearwater House: yet to be published
Forester’s Glade properties:

1 Martello View marketed at £750,000

Plot 13 4 beds marketed at £675,000

Plot 7 3 beds marketed at £450,000

Plot 5 2 beds marketed at £350.000
Jenny Webb

Bawdsey

May 6 2023
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